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FIREFLIES 
PRETEXT 

FOR WARNING 



Attracted by the mysterious phenomenon of bioluminescence, my interest in 
fireflies started in 1990, and I began to work on my first art projects involving 

these fascinating lightning bugs.
I took inspiration from the names of firefly species, from myths and legends as 

well as from scientific texts about fireflies about topics such as their sexuality and 
their light signals, about Luciferin and the hunting of fireflies for the 

commercialization of D-Luciferin, about the firefly larvae and how they devour 
snails, about environmental issues and light pollution.

It became clear to me that the firefly is a perfect indicator of an intact habitat and 
also a privileged communication tool for art projects.

In all its manifestations, the firefly and the survival of fireflies appear as a 
warning about the degradation of evolution, the destruction of the environment 

and the irresponsibility of extractivism and urban sprawl.



GAIA / THE RETURN OF FIREFLIES                   BELGRAD 1990



GAIA / THE RETURN OF FIREFLIES                   MADRID 2020



Quantum Ballett        Berlin 1995 



Quantum Chant             Berlin 1995 



1989 together with Klaus Geldmacher we started the art 
Project Lucciola and called it

 A biotecnical ART-Project with Fireflies 

We were togheter with Armin Fuchs, a german Friend in the 
Onsernone Valley in Ticino and in the evening we observed 
Fireflies. In his diary Armin wrote: The day before yesterday 

half joking, half seriously
we set up a foundation for the preservation of the 

glow-worms, which is supposed to take care of the fate of the 
little luminous beings.

Francesco Mariotti and Klaus Geldmacher dedicatetd their 
new electronic object that they finished here to the Fireflies

First of all, Francesco Mariotti and Klaus First



Glühwürmchen M / Firefly M   1989 



Super – Lucciola                    Osaka 1991
The International Garden and Greenery Exposition

 organized as a part of the International Expositions Convention, was the first large-scale 
international gardening exposition in Asia focused on the theme of the

 "Harmonious Coexistence of Nature and Mankind.



Super – Lucciola                                   Hannover / Germany 1991



Danse nuptiale des Lucioles           Genève 2002
The mating dance of Fireflies









The Fireflies Factory             Lüdenscheid   2004 

Firefly breed

dummy, collection point

drying plant



The Fireflies Factory         Lüdenscheid 2004 





Firefly Festival         7. June until 16. July  2005



TEXT 
STEXT 
STEFAN
TEFANSince 1989, the artists Francesco Mariotti and Klaus Geldmacher have been 

working intensively on fireflies, sometimes individually and often both together. 
Their light objects, which have been showed in Latin America, Japan and 
Europe, among other places, show respect for fireflies and an unexpected 
approach to the phenomenon of fireflies.

Geldmacher/ Mariotti's biotechnical “firefly project” lives and breathes in the field 
of tension between nature and technology, high-tech and waste, light and dark, 
image and sound, humor and seriousness, play and politics, autonomy and 
interactivity.

LUCCIOLA

 biotechnical art project with fireflies

platform elf, Zurich - Switzerland

Documents of the project from 1990 to 2005



The Mating Dance of Fireflies                                            Zürich 2005



 IMMIGRATION

  a biotechnical ART - implantation with fireflies



IMMIGRATION VSL LINDABRUNN AT 2007

I called the first phase ENCLAVE. The area for a future glowworm 
habitat is determined and marked with a light and sound fence.



Fireflies Fence                                                    Lindabrunn AT / 2007 



Fireflies Fence                                      Marina Bay / Singapore 2010



Fireflies Fence                                                        Danzig /  2010



Fireflies Fence                                                                        Pedrinate / 2011



Chico M

                 e Francisco Alves Mendes Filho, was the leader of the agricultural workers' union and, 
as a rubber tapper in the Brazilian state of Acre, campaigned for the rights of workers

 threatened by
 land confiscation.

Born: December 15, 1944, Xapuri, Acre, Brazil
Murdered: December 22, 1988, Xapuri, Acre,



The Fireflies Factory                      Lindabrunn AT 2010     !





0 Lux / Absolute Darkness                     Lindabrunn AT 2012



  IMMIGRATION PAV TORINO IT 2007

ENCLAVE.



ENCLAVE                                            TURIN 2007



Living Art Park                                 Turin 2007





Collection of reports from citizens for sighting of fireflies (Lampyris noctiluca) on the urban territory. 

Data collection: May / September 2007

Turin City Map





Leuchtkäfer-Kunstausstellung  
im Rahmen des Glühwürmchen-Festivals 
www.nahreisen.ch

Stadtgärtnerei Zürich,
Zentrum für Pflanzen und Bildung 
11. Mai – 17. Juli 2016
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F i r e f l i e s !
China Blue      Marianne Engel      Francesco Mariotti      Silke Silkeborg
Rhode Island         Etzwil                              Zürich / Punta Sal                  Hamburg / Leipzig

Verein 
Glühwürmchen 
Projekt

GLOWWORM FESTIVAL                                    ZÜRICH 2016



MIRACLES GREENHOUSE                 FIREFLIES FESTIVAL         ZÜRICH 2016 



Fireflies Memorial                                 Heidelberg / Germany 2019



FIREFLIES MEMORIAL                                                MURDERED ENVIRONMENTALIST  

BERTA CACERES
1971 - 2016

LA ESPERANZA                                                                                              HONDURAS



Saweto                                                               2020

The four urns are a tribute to EDWIN CHOTA, JORGE RIOS PEREZ, 
LEONCIO QUINTISIMA MELENDEZ  AND FRANCISCO PINEDO RAMIREZ 

Ashéninka leaders assassinated in Saweto, Peru, in 2014





Carob tree northern Perú                             Punta Sal / Tumbes               





FRANCESCO MARIOTTI
 2022

www.mariotti.ch


